THE COUNTRY

I

,T is a curious fact, of which I can think of
no satisfactory explanation that enthusiasm for
country life and love of natural scenery are strong-
est and most widely diffused precisely in those
European countries which have the worst climate
and where the search for the picturesque involves
the greatest discomfort. Nature worship in-
creases in an exact ratio with distance from the
Mediterranean. The Italians and the Spanish
have next to no interest in nature for its own sake.
The French feel a certain affection for the
country, but not enough to make them desire to
live in it if they can possibly inhabit the town.
The south Germans and Swiss form an apparent
exception to the rule. They live nearer to the
Mediterranean than the Parisians, and yet they
are fonder of the country^ But the exception, as
I have said, is only apparent 5 for owing to their
remoteness from the ocean and the mountainous
conformation of the land, these people enjoy for
a large part of each year a climate that is, to all
intents, arctic. In England, where the climate
is detestable, we love the country so much that we
are prepared, for the privilege of living in it, to
get up at seven, summer and winter, bicycle, wet

54